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Gun Control Legislation 
In the wake of America’s fight against crime and violence, there has been a controversial debate about gun control. The members of the public are divided with some believing that stricter imposition of gun laws will help contain gun violence alongside other criminal activities, while others believe guns availability to the members of the public will reduce violent crimes such as kidnapping, rape, and mugging as the people will be able to defend themselves. People are overcome by emotions when it comes to the topic of gun control rather than use facts and past statistics to make a meaningful judgment. They fail to realize that stricter gun control legislation does not keep the guns away from criminals but rather deny licensure to a law-abiding citizen who would be able to use the firearm for self-protection. Gun control legislation is not the answer to the contemporary criminal and violence problems as it against the U.S Bill of Rights; it does not solve the issue of violence, it undermines the role of firearms in self-defense and denies the autonomy to own guns for hunting and sport.
Gun control legislation is an infringement to the U.S citizens’ rights. In the Bill of Rights for the citizens, one of the rights is that of owning arms. The second amendment states that for the security of a free state, the rights of the people to own firearms shall be upheld (Currie and De Waal). According to the bill, Americans are born with exclusive rights to hold firearms and government and the government will be committing a crime against human rights if it was to infringe on gun ownership rights. The Department of Justice lists the handguns that are certified for sale and states that, “No gun may be sold by a dealer to the members of the public unless it is listed on the approved makes and models for sale through the attainment of the required safety and functionality test” (Pen. Code,  #32000). This law restricts citizens from owning certain types of guns and is an infringement of gun ownership rights. In its justification, the government argues that the restriction will serve to thwart crime and violence. This is not the case as gun control fails to address any of those issues.
Gun control legislation does not address the problem of violence. In 2013, Desert News announced the state rankings on gun control legislation regarding permit-to by-laws and background checks. Among the list of the states with the strictest laws on gun ownership was Illinois at position nine (Steidley and Cynthia). However, a listing of the thirty cities with the highest homicide rates in 2017 by Neighborhood Scout indicated East ST. Louis, Illinois to be at the top on the list. The state had one of the strictest gun control policies in the country and yet had the highest rate of crime and violent activities. Again, guns are not the actual issue that needs to be addressed. A mentally ill patient escaped from a hospital in New Mexico in 2012; he was later in the news in 2017 for having shot and killed 26 innocent people at a Baptist church in Southland Springs, Texas (Emily Shapiro “Texas Shooting Suspect”). This is one of the numerous cases where humans and not the guns are the threat. Mental health is a more serious issue that the government should be addressing rather than focusing on the gun-use part of the incidence. The shooting in Texas occurred after the mentally ill patient escaped from the mental health center; perhaps the government needs stricter mental hospital regulations rather than infringing on the rights of citizens to own guns.
Gun laws infiltrate the autonomy to own guns for hunting and sport. The government continues to put more clauses on the gun laws complicating the ownership ability of a regular person. What began as “common sense” gun control rules now threaten to turn into a ban, and this will most certainly affect hunters. For instance, the state of California prohibits any unauthorized person to have a gun around any public school; this law affects the high school students by complicating the formation of trap teams for high schools (Steidley and Cynthia). Schools are, therefore, forced to find somewhere else to hold practice or abandon trap teams altogether. The gun laws thus violate the American autonomy to participate in hunting and school sports such as trap teams.
Restriction on gun ownership undermines the value of firearms in self-defense as well as infringe on citizens’ right to protect themselves. Every year, several individuals who carry guns avert incidences of crime by being able to defend themselves from muggers, rapists, kidnappers, and murderers. It is only in less than one percent of these cases where the firearm is used while 99 percent of the time is used to frighten the attacker by showing and cocking the gun (Hessbruegge). This shows that prohibiting gun ownership would, in fact, increasing incidences of crime as innocent civilians will not be able to readily defend themselves but will depend on the police and other security forces that are unavailable most cases of crime occurrence. 
It is thus evident that gun control legislation does not work. It does not solve the problem of crime and violence but instead, it propagates it as more firearms fall on the wrong hands. The legislation is also an infringement to the citizens’ rights and this could prompt a legal battle between the government and human rights activists. In addition, it limits the sport of hunting and trap teams, which use firearms as their basic equipment. The citizens’ capability of self-defense is also limited by arms ownership restrictions. The legislation work to the advantage of criminals rather than the civilians as they know people will be unable to acquire the arms while criminals can easily get them through underhand methods.
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